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Choose ONE of the following questions:

1. Atticus describes the trial of Tom Robinson as ‘just as much Maycomb County as missionary teas.’ Discuss this statement, paying close attention to the trial and the missionary tea party.
2. ‘It’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.’  Write an essay in which you explore what this idea means in the context of the novel, and how the novel is constructed to make us believe that it is ‘a sin to kill a mockingbird.’
3. Discuss the way that Harper Lee uses minor characters to develop important ideas in the novel.

4. "I think there's just one kind of folks. Folks."  Discuss the ways that social and/or racial difference are represented in the novel.
5. Choose your own topic (in consultation with Ms Piavanini).
Length 700-1000 words

Planning Sheet
INTRODUCTIONS

The introduction for an essay should be very specific.  The introduction should link the writer, the reader, the question and the text, and provide an outline of the key points to be made in the essay.  You might find it helpful to make the introduction the very last thing you write in an essay. Poor introductions are very formulaic and might be applied to any question or any text:

Try to be very specific about the way in which this essay relates to this topic.  

The first sentence of the essay should be interesting.  You should not write ‘In this essay I will …’ Then you should pick up (without re-writing exactly) the phrasing of the question.  The next thing you must do is write a sentence which links the question to the text, and then you should briefly outline the main points of the essay. The last sentence of an introduction is called a proposition.  This is the sentence that sums up the point of the essay.  It is usually a generalisation that can be denied or opposed, an argument.  It is the topic sentence of the essay.

Some things to remember when writing an introduction:

▪
Make sure that you have linked the question to the text;

▪
Have you outlined your argument in response to the topic?

▪
Have you outlined (in a specific way) the key points of the essay?

INTRODUCTION MODEL

Begin with a comment on the text or issue – 

Never write ‘In this essay I will …’








Second sentence uses the phrasing of the question:







Characters/Issues/Represent

Romeo and Juliet is not just a love story – it is equally concerned with feuding and violence.  Different characters represent the issues of feuding and love, both romantic and familial.  Mercutio is a character who proves his masculinity by fighting, while Romeo values romantic love more highly than the feud.  Friar Lawrence introduces the idea that the love affair between Romeo and Juliet might be used to bring and end to the feud between the Capulets and Montagues and peace to Verona.  In Romeo and Juliet these three characters are used to represent issues of masculinity, violence and love.  

Third and fourth sentences outline the main ideas

Of the essay – what the paragraphs will be about

Last sentence of the introduction is called a proposition – this

Summarises the argument of the essay

	INTRODUCTION SCAFFOLD


	 

	
	Introduction

Interesting opening sentence:  May be a quotation or comment on the topic

Pick up some phrases from the question and take a position on the topic.  

Outline (specifically) some of the main arguments or ideas in the text.

Last sentence is the proposition

	
	


PARAGRAPHS
An essay should always be written in paragraphs.  Some rules for paragraph writing:

(
develop one idea in a paragraph;

(
state that idea in the first sentence (topic sentence);

(
paragraphs should relate to each other, and to the proposition of the 
essay;

(
provide supporting ideas, facts and examples which explain or illustrate the 
main idea of the paragraph;

(
do not write one sentence paragraphs

DRAFTING

Wherever possible, you should write several drafts of an essay.  In a test situation you will not be able to do this, but you can plan the essay before writing and leave time at the end to proofread thoroughly.  Drafting DOES NOT mean  rewriting in your best hand-writing, ‘making a good copy’, but should involve revising and editing.  It is best to leave time between drafts so that you can be more detached from what you have written.  Focus questions for drafting:

(
Does the essay answer the question?

(
Which paragraphs contribute best to the whole?

(
Which paragraphs do not say what you want them to say?  How can you 
improve these sections?

(
Is there any necessary information missing?

(
Do you need to reconsider the structure of your essay?

(
Are there any errors in grammar, spelling or sentence structure?

First drafts of essays are very rarely perfect and you should not feel discouraged at this stage.  You should make at least three drafts:  a rough draft (completed in this booklet - to get your ideas on paper); a second draft (word processed - to revise and edit); and a final draft (for submission – focus on proof-reading).  
To Kill a Mockingbird  Essay:  Paragraph Scaffold

	1.  Notes


	

	2.  Draft
	Point

	
	Topic sentence   

           +

	
	Clarifying sentence

EXPLAIN and DEVELOP the main idea in your paragraph

	
	Evidence
Quotation from novel that best illustrates this idea

	
	Analyse
Explain why the quotation is important – try to ANALYSE language.
You might like to provide and analyse TWO or MORE quotations from the text ...
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CONCLUSION SCAFFOLD

The style of conclusion will depend on the purpose of the essay and the audience for which it is written.  Try to avoid writing the type of conclusion that merely repeats what you have said in the essay.  The conclusion should remind the marker of your thesis and how it has been proved in your essay.  A few guidelines:

1.  Keep your conclusion relatively brief.

2.  Remind the marker of your main argument (but not by simply rewriting the proposition).

3.  Make some comment about how the text/question can be read in a particular social context.

4.  Don't repeat a list of techniques used by the creator of the text.

	
	Restate the thesis of your essay (avoid using the same words as proposition)

Outline the way the reader feels about important themes at the end of the novel.



ESSAY WRITING REFLECTION

How did these scaffolds assist you in writing this essay?

What are two things which you think you have done well in this assessment?

1.

2.

From completing this essay writing process, what did you learn about your own work habits/skills?

What are two things that you would change, or do differently, for the next extended writing assessment?
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