English Literature : To Kill a Mockingbird : Reading questions

As you revise To Kill A Mockingbird, it will help you to consider the following questions. Many of them require detailed answers. It is certainly worth locating short focused quotations to support your answers.

PART ONE: BEFORE THE TRIAL (Chs 1-11)
1. How did Simon Finch make his fortune? What does this tell us about the Finch family? (Ch 1)

2. Why are Jem & Scout so fascinated by Boo Radley? Why are they so prejudiced against him? (Ch 1)

3. What does Miss Caroline learn about the Cunninghams and the Ewells? What does this tell us about the nature of Maycomb County folk? (Chs 2 & 3)

4. Why does Scout feel so bad about going to school? How does Atticus improve the situation? From what you have seen in these chapters, do you feel Atticus is a good father, and why? (Chs 2 & 3)

5. In Chapter 4, Jem exclaims: "I swear, Scout, sometimes you act so much like a girl, it's mortifyin'." In what ways does Scout behave more typically of a boy than a girl? Why is Jem's comment so unfair? (Chs 1-4)

6. What evidence is there to show that Boo Radley is not as bad as the children believe? Why do you think Harper Lee has included this whole section about Boo Radley? (Chs 1-7)

7. What further evidence emerges in Chapter 8?

8. Why is Atticus determined to defend Tom Robinson? How does his decision affect Scout & Jem? What do we learn about the nature of courage in these chapters? (Chs 9 & 10)

9. At the start of Chapter 10, Scout describes Atticus as feeble. How has her opinion changed by the end of the Chapter, and why? Why do you think Harper Lee has included this episode?

10. When Mrs Dubose taunts the children, Jem's advice to Scout is to "hold your head high and be a gentleman". Why is Jem unable to follow his own advice, and what does this show us about him? (Ch 11)

11. Why does Mrs Dubose's alarm clock go off later and later each day? What do you think Harper Lee is trying to show us by this detail? (Ch 11)



PART TWO: THE TRIAL (Chs 12-21)
1. Why doesn't Lula want Scout and Jem in her church? Why don't the rest of the blacks mind? Again, what is Harper Lee trying to show us by this episode? (Ch 12)

2. Why is Tom Robinson's wife finding it hard to get work? What does this show us about the nature of relationships between blacks and whites? (Ch 12)

3. Aunt Alexandra explains to Scout that she has come to stay because "we decided that it would be best for you to have some feminine influence." In what ways does feminine influence begin to bear on Scout through Chapters 12-14? How does Harper Lee show Scout reacting to this, and what does this tell us about Scout?

4. Why is Atticus sitting outside the jail? What does this show us about him? (Ch 15)

5. Why does Mr Cunningham tell the men to go home? What does this tell us about Maycomb County folk? (Ch 15) 

6. Since the court appointed Atticus to defend Tom Robinson, why are the white people of Maycomb angry that Atticus "aims to defend him"? (Ch 16)

7. How does Atticus demonstrate the likelihood that it was Bob Ewell, rather than Tom Robinson, who attacked Mayella Ewell? Do we now expect the jury to acquit Tom Robinson, and why? (Chs 17 & 18)

8. How does Tom Robinson explain the fact that he ran away from Mayella Ewell? Is his story convincing? (Ch 19)

9. Why does Mr Dolphus Raymond pretend to be drunk? Why do you think Harper Lee has included this episode? (Chs 16 & 20)

10. Why did the Jury find Tom Robinson guilty? (Chs 20-21)



AFTER THE TRIAL (Chs 22-31)
1. Why does Bob Ewell want to kill Atticus? Do you find his attitude understandable? (Ch 22)

2. Why is Atticus pleased that the jury took several hours to reach their verdict? What does this show us about Atticus' understanding of the ways of Maycomb County? (Ch 23)

3. What does Scout think of Aunt Alexandra's missionary friends? Does Harper Lee make us sympathise with Scout, and how? (Ch 24)

4. Why didn't Tom Robinson wait for his appeal before trying to escape? Does Harper Lee help us to understand his attitude? (Ch 24)

5. Why was killing Tom Robinson like killing a mockingbird? What is the importance of the mockingbird symbol in the novel? (Ch 25)

6. If Miss Gates thought Tom Robinson got what he deserved, why does she dislike Hitler for persecuting the Jews? Why has Harper Lee included this detail? (Ch 26)

7. Why is Bob Ewell angry with Judge Taylor? (Ch 27)

8. How did Bob Ewell really die? Throughout the novel, does Harper Lee sympathise with the Ewell family in any way? (Chs 28-30)

9. Why does Scout describe herself and Jem as Boo's children? How has Scout matured since the start of the novel? (Ch 31)

See also...

· Text based essay writing skills 
· Planning your essay 
· Examination skills - a summary 
· Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
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