Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress practice essay question :

What is the dramatic importance of the Little Seamstress to the novel?

First, identify the keywords in the question
What is the dramatic importance of the Little Seamstress to the novel?

Next, work out what is being asked, and what is NOT being asked. (Remember the PowerPoint practices that we did after the mock exams?)

If the question asks about dramatic importance of a character, then it is NOT a question on character. It is asking you to write about what the writer does, or how the writer uses something.

Learn the following list to use for the Points in a ‘dramatic importance’ essay and you will stay on track:

DRAMATIC IMPORTANCE  = 

· theme

· contrast

· catalyst

e.g.

THEME:

· Dai Sijie uses the Little Seamstress to develop the theme of re-education
· Dai Sijie uses the Little Seamstress to present the theme of the transforming power of literature

· Dai Sijie uses the Little Seamstress to show the failure of enforced re-education

· Dai Sijie uses the Little Seamstress to develop the theme of love

CONTRAST

· Dai Sijie uses the Little Seamstress to show the contrast between the culture of the city boys and the villagers  (superstitions, herbal medicine, etc)
· Dai Sijie uses the Little Seamstress to highlight how harsh life was for young people during the Cultural Revolution (marriage laws, abortion, etc)
· Dai Sijie presents the Little Seamstress’s wildness and beauty as a contrast to the ugliness of the other villagers and the repressed regime that they endure

CATALYST

· Dai Sijie uses the Little Seamstress as a catalyst to develop the theme of the power of literature, as it is she who suggests the theft of the books

· Dai Sijie uses the Little Seamstress as the catalyst that causes the change in Luo and the Narrator’s friendship

· Dai Sijie presents the change in the Narrator as being caused by his love for the Little Seamstress (love, passion, jealousy, self-sacrifice, etc)

