Debating

1st Speaker: Model

Definition 

Read the topic and provide a definition for all of the key words:

That we should boycott Big Brother.  Our team defines 'we' as the Australian viewing public and 'Big Brother' as the reality TV show of the same name.  'Should' implies that we have a moral obligation to boycott, campaign against and refuse to watch, this television show.
Team split
The first speaker will talk about: The moral reasons we shouldn't watch.
The second speaker will talk about: The practical reasons.

Team theme
A brief sentence which describes the approach the whole team will take to the topic.

Big Brother is Bad News.
1st Point
Argument Big Brother Brings out the worst qualities in the participants and audience.
Supporting facts and examples They drink a great deal  of alcohol  because they have nothing else to do in the house.

We watch to see people in pain.  We are not interested in everyone getting along well because that is not good television.

e.g. Ratings peaking when one of the people in the house decides that she would like to leave.

Selection of people in tears and arguments for each daily episode.
2nd Point
Argument The public comes to expect more and more shocking actions on reality tv in order to be entertained.  
Supporting facts and examples Big Brother leads to shows like Temptation Island, where people are actively encouraged to cheat on their long term partners.

The Dutch creator of  big Brother is now developing a project, to be shown next year, in which people sell their lives to the producers of the television show for 12 months and give up the right to make decisions.
3rd Point
Argument Big Brother is a bad influence on the many children who watch it.

Supporting facts and examples Much of the show is based on drinking, swearing, discussion of sex, casual sexual relationships and nudity.  
Conclusion
Repeat the topic and the team theme  We should boycott big Brother because  Big Brother is bad news.
Debating

2nd  Speaker: Model 

Rebuttal 

List the main arguments of the opposing team:

( Big Brother is the most popular show on tv.
( Change the channel if you don't like it.
Can you think of ways to oppose these arguments?

( Being popular doesn't make something right.
( It is about whether the show should be on at all - at some point we must draw a line about what should be shown on tv.

 Remember to try to rebut the argument rather than the example.  
Restate the topic and remind the audience of the team theme and split: We should boycott big Brother because  Big Brother is bad news. I, as second speaker, will discuss the practical reasons for the boycott.
1st Point
Argument Cheaply produced television shows direct tv budgets away from quality production.
Supporting facts and examples Australia has produced excellent, internationally recognised TV drama over the years.  Shows like BB are relatively cheap and easy to produce.  How many new drama shows do not get the green light because of this?
2nd Point
Argument The peak hour on television has been traditionally set aside for 'family' shows.  BB cannot be considered family viewing.
Supporting facts and examples In the UK Big Brother's daily episodes are screened much later in the evening.

A lot of very young children are still awake at 7 pm.  Channel  10 should be screening a show more suitable for them.
3rd Point
Argument People should live their own lives rather than watching other people live theirs - it is a waste of time.
Supporting facts and examples People could be spending time with their families, reading, exercising or doing any number of things other than spend five hours a week watching this show.
Conclusion
Repeat the topic and the team theme We should boycott big Brother because  Big Brother is bad news.
Debating

3rd Speaker: Model 

Rebuttal
List the main arguments of the opposing team:

( Big Brother is an excellent social experiment.
( It is directed at adults, not children.
( Social values have changes - get with the times.

( It allows people to start media careers.
Can you think of ways to oppose these arguments?

( It isn't a social experiment - it is a tv show designed to make money for the tv station.

( If it a show for adults, why show it at a time that children can watch?

( Social values haven't changed that much and, besides, is there anything wrong with trying to preserve some sense of the value of human beings rights and privacy?

( The careers formed by Big Brother housemates will be fleeting - no-one really takes them seriously.

Remember to try to rebut the argument rather than the example.  
Restate the topic and remind the audience of the team theme and split: We should boycott big Brother because  Big Brother is bad news. The first speaker spoke of the moral issues and the second speaker of the practical  issues.
Summary of 1st Speaker
Remind the audience of the main arguments provided by the first speaker and try to include different examples:

( Big Brother brings out the worst qualities in the participants and audience.
( The public comes to expect more and more shocking actions on reality tv in order to be entertained.
( Big Brother is a bad influence on the many children who watch it.

Summary of 2nd Speaker
Remind the audience of the main arguments provided by the first speaker and try to include different examples:

( Cheaply produced television shows direct tv budgets away from quality production.
( The peak hour on television has been traditionally set aside for 'family' shows.  BB cannot be considered family viewing.
( People should live their own lives rather than watching other people live theirs - it is a waste of time.
Conclusion
Repeat the topic and the team theme We should boycott big Brother because  Big Brother is bad news.
