War Poetry
World War One was one of the most documented wars in history of poetry. This was partly because of the technological advances of the time which affected the war. The war disillusioned many people and that was one of the reasons why poetry was used to express the feelings of war. These poems varied from patriotic propaganda poems to poems documenting the harshness of war. In “The Soldier” Rupert Brooke portrayed war as heroic and magnificent. In “Anthem for Doomed Youth” and “Dulce et Decorum est” Wilfred Owen thought of war as depressing and grievous. These poems affected many people’s perceptions of war.
The emotions expressed in the poem “The Soldier” are exceedingly unlike the ones in the poems by Wilfred Owen. The poet, Rupert Brooke states his opinion of war as joyous and glorious experience, and the poem is written from a very idealistic and conventional viewpoint. He mentions this in the second stanza of his poem “In hearts at peace, under an English heaven” This describes death in war as peaceful and serene and also shows that Brooke tried to create the concept of valour and gallantry in this kind of war hero death. This ‘hero’s death’ kind of notion is further exemplified in the line “If I should die, think only this of me, that there's some corner of a foreign field, that is forever England.” This also illustrates the poet’s pride in his country as he tried to show in the poem that true soldiers were proud to die for their country and that it was a good deed they were doing for their families, for their country. Not surprisingly, this poem was used as propaganda.
The perspective of the poem “Anthem for Doomed Youth” radically differs from “The Soldier”. Instead of representing war being honourable and glorious, Wilfred Owen portrays war as tragic and undignified. Owen shows that on the battlefield the young men, victims, are insignificant and quickly forgotten, without being mourned. He refers to this in the first line of the poem ‘What passing-bells for those who die as cattle?’ This simile tries to convey the image of undignified slaughtering, with no one grieving. However, this is counteracted by the line “And bugles calling for them from sad shires.” This demonstrates that while on the battlefield the soldiers die a nameless, anonymous death amongst many others, in the soldiers’ homes, in their families, they are remembered and mourned for a lifetime as martyrs.


Wilfred Owen describes soldiers as being full of fatigue from the war in his poem “Dulce et Decorum Est” As an example, it is written that the soldiers were “Drunk with fatigue” and “deaf even to the hoots of tired outstripped Five-Nines. These metaphors suggest that the men are so worn out and exhausted to the point where they do not care about the war anymore, not even responding to the falling bombs behind them. In this poem, he also talks about how war is not like the way it is portrayed in propaganda. He mentions that if you had seen all the horrible things in war “…you would not tell with such high zest, to children ardent for some desperate glory, the old lie: Dulce et decorum est, pro patria mori” This is a Latin phrase which means “Sweet and honourable to die for your country” This verse describes how misleading things are told to young recruits (soldiers) to make them join the army, and how if they had known the atrocious elements of the war, they would have never been able to believe the lie that it is heroic to die for your country.
In the poems “The Soldier” and “Anthem for Doomed Youth”, both Brooke and Owen express their drastically different interpretations of the war. Brooke portrays war as honourable and glorious, displaying his patriotism. On the other hand, Owen writes about a darker side of the war, depicting death in war as wretched and humiliating. In “The Soldier”, Brook quotes ‘In a rich earth a richer earth concealed’. This tries to explain that a soldier’s death on the battlefield would enrich the foreign soil and would make the foreign field a part of England, and shows that in Brooke’s opinion; a single soldier can play a very important part in the war and can be of great significance and benefit. However, in “Anthem for Doomed Youth” Owen quotes “No prayers or bells, nor any voice of mourning…” This shows that in Owen’s point of view, a soldier’s death on the battlefield is neither remembered or mourned, and is a disappointing waste of a life. This perspective is very different from Brooke’s, and it was because Brooke died earlier in the war from illness without experiencing the harshness of war in the trenches, while Owen suffered for a long period of time in battle, before dying at the end of the war, souring his view on war.
In conclusion, we think that poetry was mainly used as a way to express patriotic or disillusioned feelings in wartime, and was a type of propaganda used to persuade young men to join the war. This type of patriotic and nationalistic propaganda poetry like Rupert Brooke’s “The Soldier” was mainly written in the beginning of the war. However, as the war progressed and gradually got worse, disheartening and miserable poems such as Wilfred Owen’s “Anthem for Doomed Youth” were written by dispirited soldiers who experienced the true side of war. This proves that war poetry played an extremely important part in documenting the aspects of war and in the development of poetry of that time. 
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