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Core Targets :

1. To use personality adjectives to describe character.

2. To use PEA (Point, Evidence, Analysis) to structure
paragraphs.
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The Wave;by Morton Rhue )shows the course of the evep/ts wheh a dangerous experiment is created involving high school

The Wave - Characier Analysis }—: [\{1 a‘,\ D/ ) }’t

students. Laurie Saunders is cgrfﬁructed a8 self—rel}fing and strong-minded and the reader Is positioned fo see that she is
confident in her Though\i-s/h.’ﬁr. Ben Ross Is represented as creative and capable, and the reody) ersfands that The
Wave could be affected hu%ﬂwrough his actions. Robert Billings is shown as a class loser gi’the beginning of the story,

T ¥
but by the end the at}di%hce notices that he changes because of his opinions of Th?ove. These three characters in The

- S‘WP
in the beginning of the novel Laurie is constructed Gs\cyzo/rt poputar, and prefty girl but by the end the reader can see
that she Is also strong-willed, sharp, and independent.’Laurie siarted off thinking The Wave was an interesiing change to

A
classes; however, she realized the dangers in the movement as it developed further, becoming the only brave person o

Wave show how power is used and is recognized as in a high school.

really stand out against The Wave. At the start ofthe novel, the reader recognizes Laurie as a top student who is envied by

everyone. T ig/ls shown in the quote “As usual there were 2 A papers — Laurie Saunders’ ondfﬁfﬁy Smith's.” The word

"usual” shows that these results are consistent, and are not obtained through pure luck. However, when The Wave

develops o a certain stage, she begins to feel uneasy and knows that it is getling stronger, as shown in the quote “She still

couldn'i put fo words exactly what bothered her about The Wave, but she could feel it growing inside heW 'ﬁ\mq 1\‘; N
f g e W\'W

Robert is constructed as a tonely student and « bullied "class nerd" in Mr. Ross' History class although he.changes

significantly throughout the course of The Wave. His feelings about The Wave and the things that Tke Wave do for him

make Robert feel extremely attached o the group and therefore he would do anything for the good of The Wave. At the

very beginning of the novel, Robert isn’t confident to contribute in class, and the reader understands that Robert feoels/-

that he is no good at anything, and therefore decides not 1o even try, Thisis héwn when Robert says, "l wouldn'il):i any '

good anyway." But Robert is soon freated as an equal among fellow éﬂembem, which s @ main reason he likes The

Wave so much. The quote "When Bavid saw him he insisted he sit'at the fable, telling him they were all part of The Wave

now" proves this point. In this quote, the word "inls‘ﬁed’" shows that David considers Robert as of least a fellow comrade

now. Exactly how much Robert's life depends on The Wave Is shown in the last chapter when Mr. Ross "furned and saw

Robert teaning against one of the television sets, tears running down his face."

Mr. Ross Is shown as an infelligent, respected member of staff and a caring, cregjk@ and he is an important
character because of his leadership role in The Wave. What he-said started of with a simple experiment so thaf the class
would get a real taste of what Nazi Germany would be E'k%ecame the large movement of The Wave. In the quote
“Growing reputalion as an outstanding young teachér” Morton Rhue shows that Mr, Ross Is respected among studenis
and staff alike, and is clever and young, which also implies that he Is more aclive than other teachers”When he says “
realize now that | made a mistake. A history class is not a science lab. You can'teXperiment with human beings” the
reader understands that Mr, Ross regrets his aclions and is an ho eﬁj mMits his wrongs and realizes and
analyzes his mistakes. In the above quote, the word "lab" @4; Wave with a dangerous and unpredictable experiment
that would happen in a Science lesson rather than a History lesson. s
In The Wave, Maorton Rhue shows that people should not follow others blindly and skould be careful not abuse their power
and positions. The story was based on o true incident and it disrupted the entire sck:l'my{./lﬁhe Wave was brought info my

scheool, it would destroy our independence. The Wave warns people not to rwcz e such instances for the good of the

entire community.



