Topic Sentences
The following are all topic sentences from IB World Literature Essays.  Read them and indicate with a smiley face or frowny face which are most effetive and least effective.

The impact of mothers, whilst dealt with briefly in the novels, is generally negative and underscores the development of the main characters in both Kundera and Suskind novels. (Topic – role of maternal figures in development of central characters)

While Senghors poetry is very culture specific, his European counterpart Wislawa Syzmborska writes poetry with a more universal mood and subtly presented message. (Topic – What is effective rhetoric in work of two poets)

The Romantic symbolism of gardens is most evident in the ‘Grecian Portico’ of Nikolskoe.  (Topic – Literary gardens of Turgenev and Lampedusa)

In a similar way, Laura is compelled by a female restrictive society to beguile and manipulate her husband, but she is motivated by malevolence and selfish interests.  (Topic Female deception in A Doll’s House and The Father)

The representation of violence in both texts differs immensely.  (The use of violence in The Outsider and Perfume)
Religion was also a fundamental part of the French Algerian society in the 1950’s.  (Significance of religion and role of the gods in The Outsider and Oedipus Rex)

However, a simple fact exposed by a shepherd is able to completely influence and disrupt his life.  (Destiny in Oedipus Rex and The Outsider)

In The House of the Spirits, Esteban desires the life of the respected and wealthy, yet participates in activities of the lowly and uneducated with a hypocritical attitude regarding chastity,  (Latin American double standards regarding chastity)
Confusion and memory are closely related in Macondo where characters suffer both from nostalgia and forgetfulness.  (How reality is distorted in Hundred Years of Solitude and Woman at Point Zero)
Oedipus finally acknowledges his tru identity and knows what he has done, yet the tru facts were still too obvious and should not have taken so long to realize, clearly emphasizing his slow and simple mind.  (self knowledge and ignorance)

Oedipus compulsive obsession for the truth has resulted in his paranoia as well as a large sense of hubris which eventually leads to his downfall.   (protagonists obsession with authority in Oedipus and Perfume)
Firstly, Camus has deliberately only uses repetition of little transition with few clauses.  (Alienation of Meursault and Grenouille)
What is the job of a topic sentence?

1. It provides  a framework for your essay (like a skeletal system in a body or a timber frame in a house)

2. It introduces, in a specific way, the point that you will make in the paragraph.

3. It allows you to develop an argument over the course of an essay.

4. It can be used to reinforce similarities and differences between texts.


So, what are the essentials?????

Each topic sentence should :  

Relate to the ASPECT (remember Criteria A and Criteria C);

Indicate the TOPIC of the paragraph;

Help to develop your overall argument (perhaps, though not necessarily,  by indicating similarities and differences between texts); 

Be grammatically correct!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

