TOK Essay Planning Scaffold (for essay of 1400 words)
When you write your essay be aware of the Key Assessment terms over the four criteria A to D:

	· Sophisticated understanding of the KI and consistent focus on KI
· Effective links to relevant WoKs and/or AoKs 
· Serious consideration of multiple perspectives and evaluation of counterclaims
· Leads to awareness of knower’s limitation/bias and personal evaluation of claims/counterclaims
· Variety of examples, especially from a personal perspective



So, your introductory paragraph MUST establish the following straight away:

	
· State the Knowledge Issue(s) inherent in the title.
· Identify which WoKs and/or AoKs will be most logically applied to this KI
· State directly which theoretical perspectives and counterclaims are required to frame this discussion
· Explain your central line of argument or thesis that will run through the essay



So, the supporting paragraphs COULD look like either of these models (simple or sophisticated):

	Para 1: WOK 1:  relevance to KI, theories and examples
Para 2: WOK 2:  relevance to KI, theories and examples
Para 3: AOK 1:  relevance to KI, theories and examples
Para 4: AOK 2:  relevance to KI, theories and examples
Para 5: Counterclaims, limitations and bias




	Para 1: Discussion of the KI and Case Studies you are applying to this question
Para 2: Discussion of which WoK & AoK frameworks and theories are appropriate here
Para 3: Establishing examples, sources, facts and personal experiences relevant to support the thesis
Para 4: Establishing examples to provide counterclaims, alternative theories and awareness of personal bias/limitation/other perspectives
Para 5: Evaluation of your thesis taking into account bias/limitation/counterclaims



Fill in the following plan to help guide your essay’s logical development, provide clear structure and ensure a cohesive line of argument:
PLAN: Introduction
State the KI(s) inherent in the title: 



Areas of Knowledge to be used and why
1.
2.
3.
Ways of Knowing to be used and why
1.
2.
3.

Principal examples, facts, evidences, theories to be used to support your thesis (including personal experiences)





Principal examples, facts, evidences and theories to be used as counter claims to frame your view (including personal experiences).
_________________________________________________________________________________



NB:
You could structure your essay with a point and then a counterclaim. This is an alternate structure.
Aim ideally, to have no fewer than 2-3 counterclaims.
Signpost counterclaims by using words like:
“Others may argue…”
“An opposite viewpoint could be….”


PLAN: Body Paragraphs
Follow this format for each and every body paragraph:
	· Topic sentence, which states the principal point to be proved in the paragraph.
· Different pieces of evidence to support the principal point. Explain and analyse this evidence, do not just describe. 
· A linking sentence which reiterates the principal point, ties back to the main knowledge issue and links to the principal point of the next paragraph. The last body paragraph does not have to link to the conclusion.



Paragraph 1:
Topic Sentence: 
Evidence 1:
Evidence 2:
Evidence 3:
Linking Sentence:

Paragraph 2:
Topic Sentence: 
Evidence 1:
Evidence 2:
Evidence 3:
Linking Sentence:

Paragraph 3:
Topic Sentence: 
Evidence 1:
Evidence 2:
Evidence 3:
Linking Sentence:


Paragraph 4:
Topic Sentence: 
Evidence 1:
Evidence 2:
Evidence 3:
Linking Sentence:

Paragraph 5:
Topic Sentence: 
Evidence 1:
Evidence 2:
Evidence 3:
Linking Sentence:

PLAN: Conclusion

	
· Reiterates the knowledge issue
· Reiterates your position in relation to the knowledge issue
· Explains how the principal points have proven your position
· An evaluation or judgement which encapsulates the essay’s argument 



Topic sentence reiterating the knowledge issue:
___________________________________________________________________________________
Your position in relation to the knowledge issue: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Principal points examined, proved your position  by:
___________________________________________________________________________________
Evaluation/judgement: 
___________________________________________________________________________________

Points to remember:

1. Quotes, if used, should be incorporated into, preferably, the second half of a sentence as support for a point just made
2. Quotes should not be part of the topic or concluding sentences
3. The most effective quotes are short quotes, aim at 5 to 8 words
4. Quotes are not usually employed in either the introduction or the conclusion, as it is the writer’s ideas which are of paramount importance
5. The conclusion must not introduce new ideas
6. The essay can be written in first or third person
7. No headings are used
8. Brainstorming, planning, drafting, editing, redrafting and proofreading are essential to writing an essay with a logical structure, well developed ideas and cohesion
9. A bibliography and referencing must be used. Use the MLA system. Reference ideas that are not yours.

