A: Music

1. Scene 1. P. 13 

"Blue Piano" expresses the spirit of the life which goes on here. The blue piano is a kind of sad song. It shows that emotional feeling and sexual desire of people. The blue piano reveals the inner loneness of people and makes listener try to find someone to get alone. 

At first, the blue piano reflects the different characteristics of people in New Orleans. They are more emotional and passionate to express their own feelings. This is different from the mannered people in Belle Reve. However, the music also shows the insecurity and desire to love of people in Elysian Fields. Although they seem that they are kind of happy and satisfied with their life, readers can know the real inside feeling through the blue music. 

2. Scene 2. P. 32 

Stanley enters the kitchen from outside, leaving the door open on the perpetual "blue music" around the corner.  In this scene, the blue piano reflects the loneness and emotional desire of Stanley. Although Stanley is Stella's husband, he still cannot get into some parts of world which only belongs to Stella and Blanche. In some way, Stanley unconsciously wants to search some little secrets of them and to know about what kind of impression Blanche thinks him. The music expresses the emotional movement of Stanley. 

3. Scene 1. p.31 

The music of the polka rises up, faint in the distance. The polka music represents Blanche's memory of her lover. It's a kind of sad music to make Blanche recall the wonderful time with the dead boy. Though everything has changed, that would be the most precious memory of Blanche. 

4. Scene 1. P.43 

Blanche opens her eyes. The "blue piano" sounds louder. The blue piano now also reveals the loneness of Blanche, when she heard about that Stella is going to have baby. She is a little unacceptable this news and she feels a little lonely about that. The birth of baby represents that she really doesn't belong to here. That's why the music sounds louder because of the stronger inner movement of Blanche. 

5. Scene 3. P.51 

Rumba music comes over the radio. Blanche turned the radio on and then the lively and cheerful music is broadcast. The Rumba music shows the passion of Blanche. Through the music, Blanche expresses her emotional desire to Mitch . Obviously, Mitch also seems to give the response to Blanche. The music is a kind of vehicle of emotional movement between Blanche and Mitch. 

6. Scene 3. P. 57 

She turns the knobs on the radio and it begins to play "Wien, Wien, nur du allein." Here is a more obvious example that Blanche and Mitch do have some desire to each other. "Blanche waltzes to the music with romantic gestures. Mitch is delighted and moves in awkward imitation like a dancing bear." The music here is really an important vehicle to Blanche and Mitch. 

7. Scene 3. P.59 

Dissonant brass and piano sounds as the rooms dim out to darkness and outer walls appear in the night light. The "blue piano" plays for a brief interval. The music serves as the auditory expression of Stanley's feeling. He regrets beating Stella and he cried out very loud to ask Stella to come back. The use of a powerful instrument reflects the strong movement of Stanley. 

B. Light : truth 

1. Scene 1. P.15 

Her delicate beauty must avoid a strong light.

Blanche tried her best to keep her appearance to look charming and beautiful. However, time doesn't wait for her. People still can find out that she is getting too old, if she stands in the light. Her beauty is mannered not natural. That's why she likes the dim light which can cover her real age. 

2. Scene 3. P. 50 

Blanche is standing in the night and Stella told her about that. 

Blanche is aware that she maybe standing in the light but she did that on purpose. She wants to use her body and her appearance to men's attention. She wants to prove her own charm because her background makes her think that she has to be entertaining to men. But it is very contradictory that Blanche sometimes wants to be in the light and sometimes she doesn't. This shows that sometimes she wants to face up to the realities and truths of the situation. However, she cannot take this all the time so sometimes she chooses to avoid the light and to cover up the truth. 

3. Scene 3. P. 55 

Blanche asks Mitch to put the coloured paper lantern over the light. 

This shows that she wants to cover some truths about herself. Blanche doesn't want Mitch to know too much about her. So the coloured paper lantern has a great symbolic meaning in this scene. 

C: Symbolic meaning of names 

Desire : means physical / sexual desire and love. 

Cemeteries : means death. 

Elysian Fields : the pleasurable place after death. 

Belle Reve : means a beautiful dream (in French). 

In Scene 1 , Blanche took a street-car named Desire, and then transferred to one called Cemeteries and got off at Elysian Fields. 

First, Blanche goes to Elysian Fields because she has the desire for love and warm. That's why she told Stella : "I want to be near with you, got to be with somebody, I can't be alone."

The other reason is that the funerals (cemeteries) of relatives cost too much money, so Blanche lose Belle Reve (the beautiful dream) and she has to find Stella to live with (Elysian Fields -the pleasurable place after death). 

All the names of places have the symbolic meanings in the play. By each symbolic meaning, readers can get some general ideas about the background and relationships between characters.

