Some General Points to Consider When Exploring a Poem

	Poetic Feature
	Points to Notice

	Voice
	Is the poem written in the first person narrative? Third person narrative? Has the poet adopted a speaker or is the poem written from a personal perspective? Does the poem contain dialogue? Is it dramatic?


	Context
	What is the historical/ literary/ social/ cultural background to the poem? What are the poet’s personal circumstances at the time of writing the poem?


	Form
	e.g. sonnets/ quatrains/free verse. How does the form complement the poem’s content? Seamus Heaney: “The successful poem strikes a happy marriage between content and form.”


	Tone
	The poet’s attitude to the topic or to his/her speaker.


	Mood 
	This refers to the general atmosphere of the poem and the emotional element of the writing.


	Imagery
	Are the images taken from nature/ technology? Do they appeal to the senses? How? Why? Are there any common elements presented through the figurative language? Is it positive or negative?


	Content
	Look at common themes such as death/ love/ nature/ conflict/ friendship.


	Rhythm
	Is the rhythm slow or fast? Does it have a pattern? Iambic pentameter? Why?


	Rhyme
	Does the poem use full rhyme/ half rhyme or none at all? Why? How does the rhyme add to the impact of the poem as a whole?


	Figurative Language
	Has the poet used only literal descriptions (e.g. saying what is actually there) or are there any similes, metaphors, personification or other special language techniques?



