Othello Act 1 Scene 1: First impressions of Iago

Summary:

Roderigo accuses Iago of cheating him. Iago is angry that he has been passed over for promotion and that the position has been given to Cassio instead. He says that he pretends to be a faithful officer but follows Othello only to serve his own purposes. Brabantio is roused and informed of Desdemona’s elopement.
Task 1

What kind of man is Iago?

Re-read lines 1-150. 
In pairs note down key things that Iago says that reveal aspects of his character and motivation.

Join with another pair and share ideas.

Task 2
Iago on screen
Watch 3 film clips. In each one note how Iago is portrayed. How does the portrayal in each clip compare with your ideas discussed in the previous task?

Discussion point: What has Iago achieved by the end of this scene?

Additional tasks/homework
‘The Moor’

Othello is not mentioned by name in the whole scene. Collect the terms used to describe him. Consider what they reveal about Othello and the speaker. Why do you think that Shakespeare does not introduce Othello until the second scene?

