War Poetry Essay By Gabriel Lam 9S2
In WWI, a new type of warfare was born – trench warfare. The technology of weaponry had improved, and the bloodiest, costliest battles were fought. Propaganda – posters – was used to attract young men, and boys flocked to the recruitment centres. They would never have expected the harsh, cruel reality on the battlefield. “The Soldier” by Rupert Brooke and “Anthem for Doomed Youth” and “Dulce et Decorum Est” also by Wilfred Owen are great examples of how the people illustrate different views on the horror of war.
In “The Soldier” Brooke describes that it is glorious to die for your country. He believes that if he should die in a far away battle field that people should remember of him only that he was English. In “In that rich earth a richer dust concealed.” This means that if he is to die in a land other than England that the soil would be made better because there would now be a piece of England within it. He describes England in “And think, this heart, all evil shed away.” These are the words of a man who truly believes that his land is the greatest of good. The images Brooke creates are extremely strong and persuading. One image is the line "Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam." This line evokes images of a beautiful woman cherishing and caressing the man who stands at her side. Another line is “Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.”This line creates a feeling of tranquility and a unity with nature. 
In “Anthem for Doomed Youth” Wilfred Owen describes war as bloody killing as well as a time where there is no time for mourning. This is a big dissimilarity to peacetime, where people pray, and sing. The metaphor “the stuttering rifles' rapid rattle can patter out their hasty orisons” demonstrates that rather than receiving the traditional burial, these men die to the deafening sounds of the battlefield. This concept is both alarming and evocative as it encourages us to empathise with those that lost their lives. In addition, the poem reveals that idea that the soldiers who died during war did not receive a proper burial. The opening rhetorical question, "What passing bells for these who die as cattle," is shocking and forces the audience to perceive their deaths as being likened to the slaughter of livestock.  It makes people think that war is a waste of young men / soldiers.
In “Dulce et Decorum Est” Owen portrays war as a harsh and cruel environment. He utilises a variety of powerful poetic devices in order to depict death in war as a brutal and horrifying experience. The simile “Bent double, like old beggars under sacks, knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge” gives a tough and unforgiving image to people’s mind, and it shows that the soldiers have no morale and no will to continue fighting. In "his hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin" it is through the use of simile that the poet arouses the sympathy of the responder as they witness the grotesque nature of such a death.  Further, in “My friend, you would not tell with such high zest to children ardent for some desperate glory, the old Lie; Dulce et Decorum est pro patria mori” shows that the reality of war has been exaggerated.
In “Anthem for Doomed Youth” Wilfred Owen illustrates death in war as tragic and wasteful, whereas in “The Soldier” Rupert Brooke depicts death in war as honourable and dignified. The massive contrast between these two poems may be because Brooke died near the beginning of the war while Owen died at the end – at the beginning of the war people thought that war was noble and worthy; later on they found out that war was dirty and bloody. The phrase “No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells;” means that there are no prayers or bells to mourn or commemorate for the fallen. That is a large difference to the personification “Washed by the rivers, blest by the suns of home” which shows that the death of the soldier will be washed and blessed.
There are many different ways to perceive the horror of war. The three poems, “The Soldier”, “Anthem for Doomed Youth”, and “Dulce et Decorum Est” are just examples. Although we perceive WWI differently, WWI will always go down as one of the most tragic wars in the 20th Century.
