GLOSSARY

acrostic
A poetic form which is organised by the initial letters of a key word either at the beginning of lines or with lines arranged around them. 

alliteration
The repetition of a speech sound in a sequence of words. The term is usually applied only to consonants and when the recurrent sound occurs in a conspicuous position at the beginning of a word or of a stressed syllable within a word.

ambiguity

The possibility of more than one meaning.

assonance
The repetition of identical or similar vowel sounds, especially in stressed syllables – in a sequence of nearby words.

ballad
A narrative poem which was originally meant to be sung.  Characterised by short, regular verses with an abcb or abab rhyme scheme.

blank verse

Poetry written with rhythm and metre, but without 

rhyme.  Especially linked with iambic pentameter (10 syllable line with unstressed/stressed syllable pattern) as in the words of Shakespeare.

consonance
The repetition of a sequence of consonants, but with a change in the intervening stressed vowel eg live-love,


lean-alone, pitter-patter

couplet

Two consecutive lines of poetry which are paired in 


length or rhyme.

dramatic                A poem in which a story is related by a single person,

monologue

(not the poet), speaking to others. The speaker utters 

the entire poem in a specific situation or a critical

moment.

elegy


A poem or song which is a lament, perhaps for someone


or something which has died.

figurative

Use of a metaphor or simile to create a particular 

language

impression or mood.

free verse
Poetry which is not constrained by patterns of rhyme or rhythm.

half-rhyme
Words which almost rhyme, e.g. polish/relish.

imagery
Use of language to create a vivid sensory image, often visual and auditory.  Other senses (smell, taste and touch) are less frequently used.

internal rhyme
Occurs  where a rhyme is used in the middle as well as the end of a line:

“The arched rainbow was all aglow”

irony


Words implying meaning opposite to their normal

meaning.

lyric


A fairly short poem in which a speaker expresses 

intense personal emotion, a state of mind or feeling, originally meant to be sung.

metre
The pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a poem.

metaphor
A comparison that says one thing is another thing, rather than saying one thing is like another.

monologue

A text spoken by a lone speaker.

mood 


Atmosphere, for example, “sombre”, “tragic”, “comic”, 

“romantic”.  This is different from the tone of a poem which refers to the poet’s attitude e.g. “bitter”, “angry”, “resentful”, “ironic”, “mocking”.

narrative poem
A poem which tells a story, often a ballad.

ode


Lyric poem usually addressed to the subject, therefore 

written in the second person. There is no fixed rhyme or rhythm pattern.

onomatopoeia
Words which echo sounds associated with their 

meaning, e.g. clang, hiss.

pace
The speed at which it seems appropriate to read a poem.  Poets vary the pace to suit the mood or subject matter of a poem.

personification
A form of metaphor in which language relating to 

human action, motivation and emotion is used to refer to non-human agents, objects or abstract concepts.

pun


A comic effect suggesting two meanings from one word 


or phrase.

rhyme
Words containing the same rhyme in their final syllable(s) are said to rhyme, e.g. down, clown; weather, feather; slenderly, tenderly.

rhythm
The pattern of recurrent stressed and unstressed syllables.  The beat.

satire


The use of wit or humour to attack something.

simile


The poet creates an image in readers’ minds by 

comparing a subject to something else, usually using “like” or “as”.

sonnet

A poem of 14 lines which will usually follow any rhyme 

scheme.  Two traditional sonnet types are:

i. Petrarchan: abbaabba followed by 2 or 3 other rhymes in remaining 6 lines.

ii. Elizabethan: ababcdcdefefgg.

stanza
A verse or set of lines of poetry, the pattern of which is repeated throughout the poem.

structure
The organisation of a poem.  The arrangement of parts of a poem (eg length of lines, use of stanzas, progression of ideas).

syllable
Each pronounced part of a word is a syllable.  Words with only one syllable are called monosyllabic. Words with more than one syllable are called polysyllabic.

tone
Refers to the expression of the poet’s attitude to the topic and to the listener.  The tone of a work can be happy, sad, reflective, humorous, etc.

triplet

A stanza of 3 lines, usually with a single rhyme
