Creative ways to use metaphors

Most books give rather boring examples of metaphors such as my father is a bear or the librarian was a beast. However, in your poetry (and fiction for that matter) you can do much more than say X is Y, like an algebraic formula. Definitely play with extended metaphors (see above) and experiment with some of the following, using metaphors...

	as verbs
	The news that ignited his face snuffed out her smile.
Your example:



	as adjectives and adverbs
	Her carnivorous pencil carved up Susan's devotion.
Your example:



	as prepositional phrases
	The doctor inspected the rash with a vulture's eye.
Your example:



	as appositives or modifiers
	On the sidewalk was yesterday's paper, an ink-stained sponge.
Your example:




 Examples

	Scratching at the window with claws of pine, the wind wants in.
	Imogene Bolls, "Coyote Wind"

	What a thrill--my thumb instead of an onion. The top quite gone except for a sort of hinge of skin....A celebration this is. Out of a gap a million soldiers run, redcoats every one.
	Sylvia Plath, "Cut"

	The clouds were low and hairy in the skies, like locks blown forward in the gleam of eyes.
	Robert Frost, "Once by the Pacific"

	Little boys lie still, awake wondering, wondering delicate little boxes of dust.
	James Wright, "The Undermining of the Defense Economy"


Aristotle in Poetics: "The greatest thing by far is to be a master of metaphor. It is a sign of genius, since a good metaphor implies an intuitive perception of the similarity in dissimilars."
