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Basic Rules for Using Semi-Colons 
 

Semi-Colon Rules: 

1. Use a semi-colon in place of the comma and conjunction to separate the two independent clauses in a compound sentence. 

Example: I like working outside; I also enjoy reading. 

2. Use a semi-colon before the conjunctive adverb (such as however and therefore) that joins two independent clauses. Be sure to put a comma after the conjunctive adverb. 

Example: I like working outside; however, I also enjoy reading. 

3. Use semi-colons to separate elements in a series if they contain internal punctuation. 

Example: On his fishing trip, Jeff caught rainbow, brook, and lake trout; large-mouth, small mouth, and white bass; and a few northern pike. 
Complete the sentences below by correctly inserting semi-colons. 

1. Robin wanted to stay however she knew her parents would not like it if she did. 

2. Nick who was trying to pretend he didn't care became so flustered that his bright red face gave away his true feelings.    
3. I planted shade evergreen and flowering trees short tall and medium shrubs and red yellow and white roses. 

Writer’s craft:  using the comma and semi colon to craft your writing.

I remember how, that night, I lay awake in the wagon-lit in a tender, delicious ecstasy of excitement, my burning cheek pressed against the impeccable linen of the pillow and the pounding of my heart mimicking that of the great pistons ceaselessly thrusting the train that bore me through the night, away from Paris, away from girlhood, away from the white, enclose quietude of my mother’s apartment, into the unguessable country of marriage.

What feeling does Angela Carter create with the use of commas?

Commas AND Semi-colons

In the course of that one-sided struggle, I had seen his deathly composure shatter like a porcelain vase flung against a wall; I had heard him shriek and blaspheme at the orgasm; I have bled.  And perhaps I had seen his face without its mask; and perhaps I had not.  (from The Bloody Chamber)
How is the use of semi-colons effective?

