BALZAC : Past Questions 
· Do you think Dai presents the Little Seamstress as a strong or a weak character? Refer closely to specific examples to justify your answer.

· Compare the relationship of Luo and the Chinese Seamstress with that of the narrator and the Chinese Seamstress.

· How is the theme of education presented in ‘Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress’?
· What personal qualities do you admire in Luo? Show how these qualities are revealed in two parts of the book.

· How successful is Sijie in describing life in the mountain village where Luo and the narrator have been sent to live? What aspects of his portrayal of the village life do you find especially effective?

· This novel has an unusual and striking title. With close reference to the novel, explain whether you think Balzac is an appropriate title.

· What aspects of the narrator’s character are seen most clearly during his enforced stay in the mountains?

· Do you agree with the view that this novel is much more than just a love story? Refer closely to the novel to support your answer.

· How is the relationship between the village headman and the boys shown to develop over the course of the novel?
· What personal qualities do you admire in Luo? Show how these qualities are revealed in two parts of the book.

· How successful is Sijie in describing life in the mountain village where Luo and the narrator have been sent to live? What aspects of his portrayal of the village life do you find especially effective?
