Balzac and The Little Chinese Seamstress - Essay Questions
1. Write about the character in the novel Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress that you find the most interesting. What personal qualities do you admire in him/her? Show how these qualities are revealed in at least two episodes of the novel. In your response, you should focus on how Dai Sijie uses language and setting to develop the characterisation.

2. In what ways could the boys’ story be considered adventure?

3. Who is ‘awakened’ within the story, and in what ways?

4. How Does Sijie contrast the lifestyles and attitudes of ‘the villagers’ and ‘the city youths’ in the opening chapters of Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress?

5. What personal qualities do you admire in XXXX? Show how these qualities are revealed in two parts of the novel. 

6. Why does Dai Sijie include the characters of Four-Eyes and The Poetess? What do they add to the novel and what are they supposed to represent?

7. What is the dramatic importance of the Little Seamstress to the novel?

8. How do the characters of the narrator and Luo develop throughout the book? Explain which of these two characters most engages your interest.

9. This novel has an unusual and striking title. With close reference to the novel, explain whether you think ‘Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress’ is an appropriate title.

10. What aspects of the narrator’s character are seen most during his enforced stay in the mountains?
11. Do you think Dai presents the Little Seamstress as a strong or a weak character? Refer closely to specific examples to justify your answer.

12. How is the theme of education presented in ‘Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress’?

13. Do you agree with the view that this novel is much more than just a love story? Refer closely to the novel to support your answer.

14. How is the relationship between the village headman and the boys shown to develop over the course of the novel?

15. Compare the relationship of Luo and the Chinese Seamstress with that of the narrator and the Chinese Seamstress.

16. What personal qualities do you admire in Luo? Show how these qualities are revealed in two parts of the book.

17. How successful is Sijie in describing life in the mountain village where Luo and the narrator have been sent to live? What aspects of his portrayal of the village life do you find especially effective?

18. Show what use of humour is made in the novel.

19. How do the characters of Luo and the Narrator develop in the novel? Which of these characters most engages your interest?

20. The novel is at times tragic, romantic and humorous. Choose three episodes that clearly show these elements in the novel and explain their significance to the novel as a whole.

21. Why does the Little Seamstress leave at the end of the novel and why is this significant?

22. According to the novel, what is the ‘transforming power of literature’ and how is this idea used by Dai Sijie?
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