Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

How successful is Sijie in describing life in the mountain village where Luo and the narrator have been sent to live? What aspects of his portrayal of the village life do you find especially effective? (40 marks)
Range 3 ~ 21 – 30 Marks (C/B)
Uses specific details, chosen appropriately, to address the question directly. May offer examples of the physical demands of work and an insight into the authentic descriptions of villagers, such as the headman. An overview of the text is evident: may, for example, highlight how the villagers’ distrust and ignorance is revealed through language and irony.

Range 4 ~ 31 – 40 Marks (A/A*)

A full understanding of the text will be evident. May reflect on the contrast between the boys’ physical hardships and their emotional release through literature. Sijie’s craft may be explored in a sensitive manner. Offers a confident and lucidly argued interpretation. A mature analysis of the author’s techniques may be demonstrated, perhaps focusing on Sijie’s ability to soften the harsh realities of village life through humour and themes such as love.

This question requires you to deal with specific incidents.

Make sure that you answer the question – too many students simply describes events without thinking that they should be analysing Sijie’s description on the village and the life of the people in it. 
· Descriptions of people (village headman) as a negative view of the village

· Description of the physical demands of work (mines/danger/fertilizer)

· Contrast between village and city – highlighted by the mistrust seen in the opening pages of the novel

· The spiritual and emotional release from the drudgery of village life that literature and music allows

· Sijie’s use of humour and themes of love (literature, music and romantic) and his focus on aspects of life which were less harsh for the Luo and the narrator (perhaps compared with the life of Four Eyes?)

